



THE 


REHEARSAL 


Mumb, i58 
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.) Country-mar. Ethinks, Mafter; the 
ee M Osfervator ot the 


13 Inftant, Vol. 
5. N. 69. Manages the Caufe of Coercion 
better than your other Bayes, who Pretended 
to Argument, and has made a Fool of it. But 
your firft Bayes do’s not now Meddle with 
the Argument, he's Tyr’d of that. But then 
he Reprefents Coercion in’ a Terrible man- 
ner, that will move all the Country-Aden in 
Exgland;, he fays, How wouldft thou take it, 
Roger, if a Company of Red-Coats fhould come 
to thy Houfe, and COERCE the Betf and Pud- 
ding ont of thy Pot, which thou haft Provided 
for thy Family? And let me tell you, Aaffer, 
this go’s no finall way with an Englifh Man. 
All your Arguments will ne’r Prevail with 
him to let his Beef and Puddsng go. 


(2.) Rebearfal. AU my Arguments . have 
been to Preferve your Beef and Pudding, if 
you Rightly Wnderftend them. But | mutt 
now fpeak to the Afeions and Pafiens of 
our Countyy-Men. And hope to have as 
geod Succe/s as in Perfwading their Reafon. 
For Paffions flow from Reafon, or what we 
Apptehend to be Reafon. Every Man Acts 
for his own Good, or what he thinks to be 
Good for him. He cannot’ do otherwile. 
For no Man Hates himfelf. And where he 
goes Wrong, and do’s himfelf Prejudice, it 
is Contrary to his Intention, and Proceeds 
from the Weaknefs of his Fudgment. There- 
fore the firft ftep towards Reformation, 15, 
to Inform the Judgment aright. Which 
las been my Task all this while. And that 
once Perform’d, the Reft will be eafy. No- 
thing then remains, but to fhew the falfe 
Views and Turgs they give to things. For 
there is no Truth fo Evident in the World, 
but Prejudices may be thus rais’d againft it. 
And it is the only Atethod, when Argument 





and turn an Jjhmael, your hand againft e- 


fails. Thus a King without Coercion is Re- 
prefented in an Hidioxs Manner, as fendiag 
his Red Coats to take your Beef and Pudding 
out of your Pors; And in fhort, That if 
there be no Coercion upon the King, we have 
nothing that we can call our own. And 
if this be betiev’d, then Mens Paffons are 


up, and they are Deaf to all Arguments 


from Scripture, Reafon, or the Laws of the 
Land! They think of Nothing then, but 
fecuring their Beef and Pudding, their Throats, 
and all that is Dear to them! Then they 
look upon the King as their Enemy, and 
think not themfelves Safe, while any Power 
is left in his Hands! This is the Ground 
of that. Bent in the People Of England, ot 
late Years, to Clip the Préregative, wherein 
they take Delight; and think it ferving 
thhete Country, and Preferving their Proper 
ties ! 


(3 ) Country-m, You have put the Objeéti: 
on fo ftrong, Afafter, that I’m afraid you 
will not be able to Anfwer it. I profels 
you have Rais’d my Paffion too.. Mult. we 
not Defend our Beef and Pudding, our Lives 
and Properties, our Wives and Children? 1 
wou’d not live under any Government that 
had an Arbitrary Powér over all thefe, and 
againf& which there were no Coercion, if it 
fhou’d Javade thefe. 

Rehearf’ Then you muft go out of the 
World. For ther is no Government in-the 
World that has not fuch an Arbitrary Power, 
or that will allow of Coércion againtt it. 
Nor can ther be. For there muft be a 
Dernier Refort, an Ultiinat Refult, fomewhere. 
And there we muft Abide, or elfe, ther can 
be no Government. 

Otherwife you moft Return to the fup- 
pos’d State of Nature, get into the Woods, 


very 







































































very Man, and Every Mans hand againft you. 

Country-m. That’s the Devil upon Dun! 
Better be under any Government than in that 
State. It was to Avoid this that itis fup- 
pos’d, Men Eretted Government at the firlt. 
But isther no Cheice, muft we be under one 


of thefe States? 


( 4.) Rehbearf. You muft either be under 
Government, or not under it. This is what 
the Whiggs wou’d be at. They wou’d have 
Government, but they wou’d have it No Go- 
vernment, they wou’d have a Power to Co- 
erceits And this Power is in Every Man, 
by their Rule of Power in the People; fo that 
Every Man is Above the Government, and 
the Government Accountable to Every Man. 
which is a Contradiftion, and makes it no 
Government at all. And thefe Men are, by 
their Principles, as much againft Parliaments, 
when they don’t Pleafe them, as againtt 
Kings. Hence we have feen them Legion 
the Parliament, and Threaten to Raife the 
Magaxttn of Original Pewor againft them. 


(5.) But, Country-Man, 1 have a Queftion 
to ask you. Did the Kimg (or Queen) ever 
fend any of their Red Coats to Coerce your 
Beef or Pudding? 

Country-m. No, fure. And I never heard 
they did it to any Body. ae 

Rebearf. What then is the meaning of 
this Out-Cry of the Obfervator, to Fright 
People out of their Wits, by fuppofing fuch 
a Cafe? Such a Cafe as never yet happen’d, 


and therefore we may fuppofe never will. | 


But we have feen many times that in Civil 
Wars, where People Rife up to Coerce their 
Kings, there every Man Coerces his Neigh- 
bour’s Beef and Pudding, and all that he has. 
And they call this Liberty and Property! 
Now whether wou’d you rather be under 
the Coercion of one King, or of Twenty 
Thoufand, of the Revel Rout, of Every body? 

Country-m. That woud be a Hef upon 
Earth: And better One Devil than a Thox- 
fand. 


(6.) Rebearf. One of the two muft be the 
Cafe. Either the King muft be free from 
Coércien, or every Man muft be at Liberty 
to Coerce another. For he that can Coeree 
a King, may furely Coerce a Leffer Man. 
And the End of Government is chiefly to 
fave us from the Coercion of one another. 
And where the King has not fufficient Au- 
thority to do this, that People go tq Ruin, 
and are let loofe upon one another. There- 
fore Clipping the Preregativé (as they call 
it) is Leffening the Security of the People. 


(7.) And this lets in the greateft Ty- 
vanny. For I have another Notion of Ty. 


of them has a Stake in the County, bad 
Children, or Relations, ot Friends that he 
Loves, and cannot Defire the Ruin of hic 
Country. And tho’ a King or°a Parliamens 
may do Extravagant things (as we have feen) 
yet they will Srop fhort of the utter Defolg. 
tion of the Conntry,and Remedies may be Apply’d, 
Country-m. Then every Man has Bowel;. 
and ther may be a Remedy for every thing. 
What then is the Tyranny you are Afraid 
of? If it be not that of the King, or ot the 
Farliament, what is it ? 


(8.}) Rebearf. It isthat of Fattiom of Dif. 
ferent and Contending Parties: For there 
ther are no Bowels. But Each feeks the D;. 
firnftion of the Orher; and neither Par 

thinks it felf Safe, but in the Ruiz of the 
Other. And where the Prerogative is fo 
Weaken’d, that it*has not Authority enough 
to Quel] Fattions, but lets them Fight it our 
with Each other; There is Tyranny, Ty. 
ranny im the -Abftraé, where there are no’ 
Bowels at all, but utter Enmity. And ther 
is no Remedy, but Ove or the Other mu 
Perifh, And if thefe Faftions Divide the Na 
tio between them ( as they always do, when 
they get Leave to go on) then the Cals. 
mity is National and Univerfal; the Govern. 
ment is Swallow’d up between them, and the 
People Perith. This is the Tyravny1 moft 
Apprehend. And is Occafion’d by the 
Weaknefs, and only Gur’d by the Strength of 


the Prerogative: 


( 9.) Then ther are no Limits to Faftion. 
Ther is no Defence againft the Fuétion that 
Prevails. But thet is Legal Defence againt 
the Tyranny of a King, which he muft Ex- 
ecute by his AZiniffers; and they are Anfwer- 
able by the Lam for what they do Contrary 
to it; And if Red Coats come to take your 
Beef_or Pudding, you may Refif them, and 
Indift them, and they will be Hrng’d for 
Robbery as well as others. But, Generally 
fpeaking, they are our Defence again{t Rob- 
bers, and we take them to Gard us, where 
we Apprehend Danger. 


(19) Coxntry-m. Let the Whiggs thew the 
like Secarity againft their Tyranny. Till 
when, let us Keep up and Afamrain the Pree 
rogative ofthe Crown, free from all Coercion s 
left we be Coerc’d by one another, and all 
the Afobility of the Notion. Let the Crown 
be Strong, that Fattion may be Weak. The 
Security of the People, is in the Honour and 
Power of the Crown. Let the Cronn then 
Flourifo, and its Enemies be Cloathed witlr 
Shame. | 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 





ranny than that commonly Receiv’d. Ther ! 
may be Tyranny in a King, and Tyranny iw 

a Parliament. But I am not fo much afraid of 

either of thefe. For a King has Bowels, and | 
cannot feek to Deftrey his own Country, | 
for that wou’d be to Deftroy Himfelf: | 
Ahd a Parliament has Bowels for every one | 


N Anfwer to fome Queries, concerning 
. Schifm, Toleration, @c. Ia a Letter 
to a Friend. 


The Reafonablenefs of a Toleration En- : 


quired into, purely on Church Principles ia 
feveral Letters. : 

Two Sticks made one, Or, The Devit 
upon Dun. 
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